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1: Relations between the Popes, the Emperors and the Franks before 753 


Constantine I 708-715: 


Constantine was from Syria. (Liber Pontificalis, Monumenta Germaniae 


Historica, p. 222) 


In 710, he went to Constantinople, where he was received by Emperor 


Justinian. (Liber Pontificalis, Monumenta Germaniae Historica, p. 224) 


In 712, he rejected the letter of the new emperor Philippicus, because 
Philippicus supported monothelism in this letter. (Liber Pontificalis, 


Monumenta Germaniae Historica, p. 224) 


In 713, the people of Rome resolved to reject the letters and effigies of any 
heretic emperor. They also refused to accept Peter who was newly sent as 
duke of Rome (the exarchy of Italy was divided into many duchies, one of 
which was the duchy of Rome). Christopher duke of Rome fought Agatho, 
one of the men of Peter. After a few days, news came from Sicily that 
Anastasius replaced Philippicus and that Anastasius was orthodox. Of all the 
towns of the exarchate of Italy, only the people of Rome acted as such. (Liber 


Pontificalis, Monumenta Germaniae Historica, p. 225-226) 


In all these events, there is no mention of ‘Greek heretics’ or ‘Greek emperor’, 
any mention that these events involved ‘Romans’ against ‘Greeks’, or any 


mention of a separation from the ‘Byzantines’. 


Gregory II 715-731: 
Gregory was from Rome. (Liber Pontificalis, Patrologia Latina 89, p. 453) 


In circa 717, he sent a letter to the Lombards asking them to give back the 
fortress of Cumae. He also sent a letter to John duke of Napoli encouraging 
him to restore Cumae. John took back the fortress. (Liber Pontificalis, 
Patrologia Latina 89, p. 466-467; Paulus Diaconus, Historia 
Langobardorum, 40) 


In 727, Paul exarch of Italy tried to murder the Pope by order of Emperor Leo. 
Paul sent men from Ravenna to achieve the plot; but these were stopped by 
the Lombards who surrounded the borders of Roman territory (“duces 
Longobardorum circumdantes Romanorum fines’). Later, the emperor sent a 
decree to the Pope ordering the destruction of sacred images. The Pope sent 
letters for the Christians to beware of this new heresy. Consequently, the 
Pentapolitan and Venetian soldiers resisted the decree of the emperor. The 
Italians removed Paul their exarch. The Italians then resolved to elect an 
Emperor and to send him to Constantinople (“cognita vero imperatoris 
nequitia, omnis Italia consilium iniit ut sibi eligerent imperatorem et 
Constantinopolim ducerent”). However, the Pope curbed the decision of the 
Italians to elect an emperor, hoping that Emperor Leo would revert from his 
opinion. Later, Exhilaratus duke of Napoli, having conspired to murder the 
Pope, was killed by the Romans. At the same time, Paul the exarch was killed 
in Ravenna. Then, the Roman towns of Buxo, Pernitecta, Pentapolis and 
Auximana surrendered themselves to the Lombards. The Emperor sent 
Eutychius the new exarch to murder the Pope but did not succeed. (Liber 
Pontificalis, Patrologia Latina 89, p. 476-478; Paulus Diaconus, Historia 
Langobardorum, 49; Theophanes, Chronographia, year 6221) 


In 728-729, he wrote a letter to the Emperor telling him that the doctrines of 
the Church do not pertain to the emperors but to the pontiffs. He relates to him 
that because of his acts against icons, the Lombards invaded the Decapolis 
and occupied Ravenna while the Emperor could defend them very little 
(Patrologia Latina 89, p. 518-519). The Pope here is referring to the events 
of 727. 


In 729, by request of Liutprand King of the Lombards, the Pope received 
Eutychius the exarch in peace. (Liber Pontificalis, Patrologia Latina 89, p. 


479-480) 


In 730, Emperor Leo sent Manes master of the soldiers of the Cibyraeotae 
against Rome and Italy. Manes transformed the revenues of the patrimony of 
the Church of Rome in Sicily and Calabria into public revenues. (Theophanes, 


Chronigraphia, year 6224) 


In all these events, the Italians were just reacting against iconoclasm and did 
not think of separation from the ‘Byzantines’ as it is claimed by modern 
historians. In fact, the Italians wanted to establish an Emperor and to send him 


to Constantinople as it is clearly stated in Liber Pontificalis. 


Gregory III 731-741: 
Gregory was form Syria. (Liber Pontificalis, Patrologia Latina 89, p. 557) 


In 739, Liutprand pursued Trasimund, Duke of Spoleto, in the Duchy of 
Rome, because Trasimund had taken refuge in Rome. Because the Pope and 
Stephen the patrician and duke of Rome did not hand Trasimund to Liutprand, 


Liutprand took four towns from the duchy of Rome: America, Hortae, 


Polimartium and Blera. Consequently, the Pope sent the keys of Saint Peter to 
Charles Martel and a letter asking him to liberate them from the Lombards. 
According to the continuator of Fredegarius, an agreement was made between 
Charles and the Pope that the Pope recedes from the faction of the emperor 
(“ut a partibus imperatoris recederet’’) and that he ordains Charles as Roman 
Consul (Third Continuation of Fredegarius, 110; Liber Pontificalis, 
Patrologia Latina 89, p. 573-574, 895). To recede from the faction of the 
emperor did not mean to rebel against him. In fact, the Romans at that time 
were divided between those who supported the orders of Emperors Leo and 
Constantine, and those who were against them. Although the Pope sent a letter 
to the emperors in circa 733 to restore the holy images, he did not oppose their 
policies in the manner Gregory II did in 727. So, all what Charles was asking 


is that the Pope stops supporting the emperors. 


Later in 739, the Pope sent another letter asking again help from Charles. In 
this letter, he calls Charles as ‘Carolus subregulus’ ‘Charles the sub-king’; 
there is no mention of the title ‘consul’. (Liber Pontificalis, Patrologia Latina 


89, p. 583) 


In 740, he sent a letter to Charles in which he was afflicted at Charles for 
letting Liutprand and Hilprand raid the territories of Ravenna and Rome. In 
this letter, he also calls Charles as ‘Carolus subregulus’. (Liber Pontificalis, 


Patrologia Latina 89, p. 581-583) 


In these events also, there is no indicator of a will to separate from the 
emperor. The appeal to protection from Charles did not mean that the Pope 
did not recognize the authority of the emperor. Instead, asking the help of an 
old ally of the Romans, such as Charles, was a natural response to the threat 


posed by the Lombards because Charles could attack the Lombard from the 


north and curb them. The attacks of the Lombards against the Romans in Italy 
were not a new thing in 739. Surely, continuous appeals to the Franks 
unintentionally opened the door for Frankish intervention into Roman affairs 
later. Besides this, in all the sources of this period, there is no mention of 


‘heretic Greeks’ or ‘Greek emperors’ or any terms like that. 


Zachary 741-752: 
Zachary was from Athens. (Liber Pontificalis, Patrologia Latina 89, p. 891) 


In 741, he sent a letter to Liutprand demanding the restoration of the four 
towns taken from the duchy of Rome. Liutprand promised him their 
restoration. When Liutprand went to capture Trasimund, Roman soldiers 
joined him. Trasimund surrendered himself to Liutprand at Spoleto. The Pope 
met Liutprand in Interamna. Liutprand restored to the Pope the four towns and 
made peace with the Duchy of Rome for 20 years. (Liber Pontificalis, 


Patrologia Latina 89, p. 896-898) 


In 742, he sent a letter to Emperor Constantine containing some suggestions. 


(Liber Pontificalis, Patrologia Latina 89, p. 905-906) 


In 743, Liutprand attacked the province of Ravenna. Eutychius patrician and 
exarch of Italy sent to the Pope asking him to hasten to their liberation. The 
Pope sent a letter to Liutprand asking him to cease from his attacks and to 
restore Caesena to the people of Ravenna. Then, the Pope left Rome to meet 
Liutprand and went to Ravenna. From there he went to Pavia and met 
Liutprand. Liutprand restored Caesena to Ravenna, and the Pope returned to 


Rome. (Liber Pontificalis, Patrologia Latina 89, p. 899-902) 


In 743, he organized a synod in the Church of Saint Peter concerning the 
discipline of the priests and monks and concerning marriages. The synod is 
dated as such: “indictione XII, imperante Arduasto eiusque filio Niceforo” 
“1 2th indiction, under Emperor Arduastus and his son Nicephorus”. (Concilia 


Aevi Karolini I, Monumenta Germaniae Historica, p. 8-32) 


In 745, he organized another synod in the Lateran Palace concerning two 
priests, Adelbert and Clemens. The synod is dated as such: “imperante domino 
plissimo Augusto Constantino imperatore anno XX VI” “during the rule of the 
most pious lord August Constantine emperor for the 16th year”. (Concilia 


Aevi Karolini I, Monumenta Germaniae Historica, p. 37-44) 


In 747, he sent a letter to Pippin the majordomo and to the bishops, abbots and 
princes of the Frankish region concerning ecclesiastical issues. In it, he calls 
Pippin as “Pippino maiori domus”. (Liber Pontificalis, Patrologia Latina 89, 


p. 930-938) 


In 749, Ratchis King of the Lombards marched to capture Perusia. The Pope 
went to Perusia and convinced Ratchis to retreat from the siege. (Liber 


Pontificalis, Patrologia Latina 89, p. 909) 


In all these events, the Pope was successful in protecting all the people of 
Rome and the rest of the Romans of Italy from the Lombards. There are no 
indications that Rome and the exarchate of Italy were separate from the 
emperors at that time because of iconoclasm. Rome was under the duke of 
Rome who was under the exarch of Italy Eutychius. In his turn, Eutychius was 
under the emperor. In all the synods at Rome, the synods are dated by the 


years of the emperors. Unlike his predecessor, Zachary did not ask help from 


the Franks against the Lombards, but through his courage, he was able to 


hinder their attacks. 


2: Divisions of the Exarchate of Italy until 751 


To understand events in Italy during the 8th century, one has to have a general 
view of the administrative divisions of Italy from the Lombardic conquests to 


coy ie 


During this period, Italy was governed by the patrician and exarch of Italy 
(Latin: patricius et exarchus Italiae; Greek: 0 patrikios kai exarchos tes 
Italias). The exarch of Italy was sometimes known as the patrician of the 


Romans by Franks and Lombards [1]. 

The exarchate of Italy contained these provinces: 
1] Rome (known previously as the province of Urbicaria), 
2] Napoli (known previously as the province of Campania), 
3] Sicily, 
4] Calabria, 
5] Ravenna (known previously as the province of Annonaria), 
6] Venice. 


Each province was governed by a duke, with the rank of patrician, 


protospatharius or spatharius. The province of Ravenna was governed directly 


by the exarch. Towns situated under Ravenna were also governed by dukes, 


like Perugia and the Pentapolis. 


During the late 7th or early 8th century, the Duke of Sicily was made Master 
of the Soldiers (magister militum; stratigos) with the rank of protospatharius 


or patrician. Calabria and Napoli were under him. 


In 751, Aistulf King of the Lombards took the province of Ravenna, thus 
isolating the province of Rome whose only contacts with the rest of the 


Empire were now through Napoli and Sicily. 


In 754, Pippin took the province of Ravenna from Aistulf, but gave it to the 
Pope instead of giving it to the legates of the Emperor. The title of Pippin 
(‘patrician of the Romans’) reflected the fact that Pippin ruled now the 


exarchate of Italy. 


3: Ethnogeography during the 8th century AD 


Ethnogeography is the study of the location of peoples. To understand events 
studied in this series of articles, one has to understand the ethnogeography of 


this period. 

During this century, three peoples were mainly behind these studied events: 
1] the Romans, 
2] the Lombards, 


3] the Franks. 


The Franks were found in Gaul and Germany. The Franks ruled all Gaul and 


parts of Germany. Under the rule of the Franks were these peoples: 
1] the Romans of Gaul, 
2] the Burgunds of Burgundy in Gaul, 
3] the Thuringians, 
4] the Alamanns, 
5] the Bavars. 
The Lombards were found in Italy. They ruled these parts of Italy: 
1] Northern Italy (Pavia, Milan, Verona, Tuscany), 
2] the Duchy of Spoleto, 
3] the Duchy of Benevento. 


The Lombards of the Duchy of Spoleto were commonly known as the 
Spoletans. The Lombards of the Duchy of Benevento were known as the 


Beneventans. Under the rule of the Lombards were these peoples: 
1] the Romans of Italy, 
2] some Bulgars, who migrated to Italy, and others. 


The Romans were found in the all lands that were Roman lands before the 


conquests of the Barbarians. There were two types of Romans: 


1] Romans living under the rule of other peoples in Gaul, Spain, Africa, 


Egypt, Syria, Italy, Rhaetia and Illyricum, 


2] Romans living under their own rule in Italy, Sicily, Sardinia, 


Dalmatia, Greece, Epirus, Macedonia, Thrace, Cyprus, and Asia Minor. 


Free Romans were divided according to their provinces and to their languages. 


The main division according to languages was between: 
1] Latins, 
2| Greeks. 


There were many divisions according to provinces, most famous of which are 


these: 
1] Romans: those who lived in Rome or in the Duchy of Rome, 
2] Ravennians: those who lived in Ravenna and its province, 
3] Pentapolitans: in Pentapolis, 
4] Venetians: in Venice, 
5] Istrians: in Istria, 
6] Dalmatians: in Dalmatia, 
7] Neapolitans: in Napoli, 
8] Amalfitans: in Amalfi, 
9] Gaetans: in Gaeta, 
10] Sicilians: in Sicily, 
11] Calabrians: in Calabria, 


12] Greeks: in Greece. One has to note that at that time Greece (Graecia 
in Latin; “Graikia” in Greek) included generally Greece, Epirus, 
Macedonia, Thrace, Cyprus and Asia Minor, and sometimes Sicily and 


Calabria, i.e. all Greek-speaking lands. Under this category, the 


Romans of Syria and Egypt, who were subjects to Muslims, were also 


included. 


One should note that Latin was still used in the East, mainly in the study of 
law books (which were only translated to Greek at the end of the 9th century). 
The common language of the imperial army has become Greek instead of 


Latin since the 7th century. 


4: Relations between Pope Stephen III, the Emperors and the Franks 753- 
757 


In 752, because of the attacks of Aistulf King of the Lombards against Rome 
and its neighboring towns, the Pope sent Paul the Deacon and Ambrosius the 
Primicerius to Aistulf to confirm the pacts of peace. They confirmed with him 
a pact of peace for 40 years. After 4 months, Aistulf disrupted the treaty of 
peace because he wanted to subject Rome and its province. The Pope sent to 
him the abbots of the monasteries of Vincent and Benedict to confirm again 
the pacts of peace. Aistulf rejected their gifts and sent them back to their 
monasteries. At that time, John the imperial silentiarius came to Rome 
carrying an order from the Emperor to the Pope and another order to Aistulf 
to restore the places that he has occupied. The Pope sent John and Paul the 
Deacon to Aistulf in Ravenna. Aistulf discharged them with an empty answer. 
The Pope then sent his envoys to Constantinople with John, carrying a speech 
to the Emperor to come with an army to protect these parts of Italy and to 


liberate Rome and all the province of Italy from Aistulf. (LibPon. II p. 88-93) 


In 753, the Pope saw that his pleas to Aistulf did not work and that no help 
was coming from the Emperor. Thus, as Gregory, Gregory and Zachary sent 
to Charles asking for help, he also secretly sent letters to Pippin King of the 
Franks explaining the great suffering of his province and asking him to send 
his envoys to Rome to bring him to him. While the Lombards were oppressing 
the towns and province of Rome, John the Silentiarius arrived to Rome 
carrying an order from the Emperor that the Pope should hasten to the King 
of the Lombards to take back the town of Ravenna and its dependent towns. 
Then, Bishop Rotdigang and Duke Autchari, envoys of Pippin, arrived to 
Rome. The envoys found the Pope prepared to go to Aistulf to fulfill the order 
of the Emperor. In October, the Pope left Rome with the envoys of Pippin and 
came to Pavia, the seat of Aistulf. There, the Pope and the imperial envoy 
asked Aistulf to return Ravenna and the other towns, but Aistulf did not 
answer their pleas. The envoys of Pippin asked Aistulf to let the Pope go to 
France. In 15 November, he left Pavia with the envoys of Pippin to go to 
France. (LibPon. II p. 97-102; FredChrCont4. 119; AnnLaur. 753; AnnEg. 
753) 


In 6 January 754, the Pope came to the palace of Pontyon and met Pippin. The 
Pope prayed Pippin to set in order the pacts of peace and the cause of Saint 
Peter and of the Romans (“causam beati Petri et reipublicae Romanorum’’). 
Pippin promised the Pope to return the exarchate of Ravenna by any means to 
the control of the Romans (“iuri reipublicae’”’). In 28 July, at the Monastery of 
Saint Denis in Paris, the Pope anointed Pippin and his two sons as Kings of 
the Franks. (LibPon. II p. 104-105; FredChrCont4. 119; AnnLaur. 754; 
AnnEg. 754) 


Meanwhile, between February and August, Emperor Constantine made a 


synod in Constantinople against sacred images. (Theoph.Chr. 6245) 


Pippin sent envoys to Aistulf asking the restitution of the pacts of peace and 
of the properties of the Church of the Romans. However, Aistulf did not 
respond to any of these demands. Consequently, Pippin decided to move 
against Aistulf, but the Pope convinced him to send other envoys to Aistulf. 
Pippin sent other envoys, but Aistulf showed disdain for the Pope, Pippin and 
the Franks. Thus, Pippin moved against him with the Pope. Aistulf attacked 
some of the Franks at the border, but he was defeated and took refuge in Pavia. 
Pippin and the Pope came to Pavia and besieged it. Then, Aistulf swore under 
heavy oath to return Ravenna and the other towns and peace was made 
between the Romans, the Franks and the Lombards. Pippin sent Jerome his 
brother and Abbot Fulrad to conduct the Pope to Rome, then returned to his 
territory. Pippin and his sons Charles and Carlomann acquired the title 
‘Patricians of the Romans’ before or directly after the submission of Aistulf. 
After the departure of Pippin, Aistulf delayed in returning the towns. Thus, 
the Pope sent a letter to Pippin relating that Aistulf did not return any of the 
lands back to Saint Peter and the Romans (“nec unius palmi terrae spatium 
Beato Petro aut reipublicae Romanorum redder passum est’’). (LibPon. II p. 
108-114; PL 89 p. 1011-1013; FredChrCont4. 120; AnnLaur. 755; AnnEg. 
755) 


In 755, Aistulf came with his army and besieged Rome for three months. The 
Pope sent envoys to Pippin telling him about the raids of Aistulf and about the 
suffering of the Romans. Consequently, Pippin marched against the 
Lombards. By that time, the imperial envoys George the Protoasecretes and 


John the Silentiarius came to Rome, being sent by the Emperor to Pippin. The 


envoys traveled with the envoy of the Pope from Rome to Marseilles, but 
Pippin was already in Lombardy. George hastened before the Papal envoy to 
meet Pippin, whom he found not far from Pavia. George prayed Pippin to 
concede Ravenna and the other towns and castles to the control of the 
emperor. However, Pippin refused saying that he could not bear transferring 
these towns from the control of Saint Peter and from the possessions of the 
Roman Church and the Pontiffs. Thus, the imperial envoy went back to Rome. 
After being besieged by Pippin, Aistulf restored Ravenna and the other towns. 
Pippin sent Abbot Fulrad to receive these towns and returned to France. Fulrad 
went to the region of Ravenna and entered the towns of Pentapolis and 
Aemilia, then returned to Rome carrying the keys of these towns, which he 
handed to the Pope. The towns were: Ravenna, Ariminum, Pisaurum, Conca, 
Fanus, Caesenae, Senogalliae, Esium, Forum Pompilii, Forum Livii, Narnia 
and others. (LibPon. II p. 115-119; PL 89 p. 999-1004; FredChrCont4. 121; 
AnnLaur. 756; AnnEg. 756) 


In 756, Aistulf died. Desiderius attempted to take the government of the 
Lombards but was opposed by Radchis. Desiderius sought the help of the 
Pope in exchange of giving back the towns of Faventia, Imola, Auximum, 
Ferrara, Ancona and Bononia. The Pope sent his envoys and Fulrad to 
Desiderius. Desiderius vowed to them to do what he promised. Then, the Pope 
sent his envoys to Radchis and the Lombards with letters of exhortation. 
Fulrad hastened with some Franks and many Roman soldiers to help 
Desiderius. The Lombards accepted the prayers of the Pope and Desiderius 
became King. The Pope then sent his envoy to receive these towns. (LibPon. 


II p. 122-124; PL 89 p. 1007-1011; FredChrCont4. 122) 


In 756, the Pope sent a letter to Pippin thanking him for protecting the Roman 
Church, mother and head of all the churches of God, and relating events 
concerning Desiderius. In this letter, he asks Pippin to order the Greeks that 
they arrange that the catholic and apostolic creed stays in eternity and that the 
Church of God be liberated from their “destructive malice” (“ita disponere 
iubeas de parte Graecorum ut fides sancta catholica et apostolica per te integra 
et inconcussa permaneat in aeternum et sancta Dei Ecclesia sicut et ab aliis et 


ab eorum perstifera liberetur et secura reddatur”’). (PL 89 p. 1007-1011) 
The following conclusions can be deduced from these events: 


1] The Pope did not revolt from the Emperor, even after Ravenna and its towns 


were put under his direct control. 


2] His appeal to protection from Pippin was an element of last resort against 
the threat of Aistulf. In fact, in 753, before leaving Pavia to France, he met 
Aistulf with the imperial envoy. We do not know if the appeal to protection 


from Pippin was not approved by the Emperor himself. 


3] In 754, Pippin promised the Pope to give back Ravenna to the control of 
the Romans (“iuri reipublicae’’). In the same year, after Aistulf delayed in 
returning Ravenna, the Pope wrote to Pippin that Aistulf did not return any 
piece of land to Saint Peter (i.e. the Pope indirectly) and to the Romans. 
However, in 755, when the imperial envoys asked Pippin to return Ravenna 
and the other towns to the control of the Emperor, he refused saying that he 
did not dare to transfer them from the control of the Pope. The reasons of this 
change in Pippin’s policy are not clear. The Pope might have asked Pippin 
secretly to give these towns only to him, because of the Council of 


Constantinople in 754. 


4] What happened in 755 was that the Pope became the direct ruler of Rome 
and its province and Ravenna and its province, while Pippin was the indirect 
governor with the title of ‘Patrician of the Romans’. This did not mean that 
the rule of the Emperor was rejected, but it meant that Pippin was now 
introduced as new factor of influence among all Romans, Easterners or 


Westerners. 


5] By having Rome and the other towns under his control, the Pope could 
collect the revenues of these lands to himself and probably to Pippin, as 
Patrician of the Romans. One should note that of all the provinces of Italy, 


only the provinces of Rome and Ravenna were under the Pope’s control. 


6] When the Pope asked Pippin in 756 to order the Greeks to keep the catholic 
and apostolic creed (under the pretext of the Council of Constantinople), he 
was in fact introducing a foreign factor of influence among the Romans. When 
Pippin became Patrician of the Romans, he also became Roman. This was the 
pretext that the Pope used when he allowed Pippin to interfere in internal 
issues of the Romans. However, what the Pope was doing in reality was letting 
the Franks interfere in Roman issues and create discord among the Romans 
themselves. This was something unprecedented before this Pope. 
Nevertheless, the Franks could only interfere later in the provinces of Rome 


and Ravenna. 


5: The Patrimony of Saint Peter, the Secular Authority of the Pope and 
the Innovation of the Year 755 


The Patrimony of Saint Peter (Patrimonium Sancti Petri in Latin) included all 
the possessions of the Church of Rome. Revenues from these possessions 
went directly to the Pope, because he was the head of the Church of Rome. In 
730, Emperor Leo transformed the Patrimony in Sicily and Calabria into 


public lands, thus their revenues were transferred to the Emperor. 


Prior to 755, the only secular authority of the Pope was over the Patrimony of 
Saint Peter. The Pope did not rule any province, because all provinces 
belonged to all Romans and, as such, were all ruled by the Emperor, who was 


the head of all Romans. 


When Ravenna was taken in 751, the Pope did not become the governor of 


the province of Rome, which was still governed by a duke. 


When in 754 the Pope was in France, he asked Pippin to restore Ravenna and 
its province to Saint Peter and to the Romans. In fact, Aistulf usurped also the 
Patrimony of Saint Peter that was situated in the province of Ravenna and 
prevented the Pope from collecting its revenues. So what the Pope was first 


asking Pippin was to restore: 
1] the Patrimony to Saint Peter, i.e. the Pope, and 


2] the rest of the province of Ravenna to the Romans, i.e. all Romans 


and not just the inhabitants of Rome. 


In other terms, the Pope did not claim any secular rule over the province of 


Ravenna in 754. 


However, in 755, Pippin made an innovation. For unknown reasons, Pippin 
claimed that the province of Ravenna belonged to Saint Peter and, under the 
pretext of the fear of God and of Saint Peter, he refused to give this province 
back to the Emperor. We do not know if the Pope was behind the decision of 
Pippin. In any case, by receiving the keys of the towns of the province of 
Ravenna, the Pope became the de-facto secular governor of the provinces of 


Rome and Ravenna. This situation was unprecedented. 


The fact that the Pope became the direct governor of these two provinces 
meant that the revenues of the two provinces went to him and not to the 
Emperor. Before 754, the Pope collected the revenues of the Patrimony of 
Saint Peter only. After 755, the Pope started collecting the revenues of these 
two provinces too. It is probable that part of the revenues of these provinces 
went to Pippin, who, as Patrician of the Romans, was the indirect ruler of these 


provinces. 


Having acquired their new secular authority and the revenues of two 
provinces, the Popes were less than willing to abandon any of them from now 
on. Later, they used all means to preserve their authority, even at the expense 
of their own Roman people. As a result, the Popes were able to preserve their 
secular rule over the provinces of Rome and Ravenna, known later as the 


Papal State, even until the 19th century. 


6: Relations Between Pope Paul I, the Emperors and the Franks 757-767 


Paul was the brother of Stephen III. (LibPon. II p. 126) 


In 757, the Pope sent a letter to Pippin telling that he was elected as Pope and 
promising to stay with his people in the alliance that Pippin made with Pope 


Stephen III. (PL 89 p. 1175-1177) 


In 758, the Pope sent a letter to Pippin relating recent acts of Desiderius King 
of the Lombards. Desiderius passed through the towns of Pentapolis and 
devastated them, then devastated the duchies of Spoleto and Benevento. Then 
approaching Benevento, the Duke of Benevento took refuge in Otranto. Then 
heading to Napoli, Desiderius met there George the imperial envoy, who was 
sent to Pippin. Desiderius gave George letters directed to the Emperor 
encouraging him to send his imperial armies to Italy and promising that all the 
Lombards will help the imperial army in taking Ravenna. Desiderius also 
arranged with George to direct the fleet of Sicily to Otranto so that the Greeks 
and the Lombards besiege it and take it, promising to cede Otranto to the 
Emperor. Then Desiderius went to Rome where the Pope made him swear to 
return the towns of Imola, Bononia, Auximum and Ancona. (PL 89 p. 1177- 


1180) 


Later in 758, the Pope sent a letter to Pippin telling him that Marinus, one of 
the priests of the Pope staying at the court of Pippin, has conspired with 
George the imperial envoy “against the Holy Church of God and the orthodox 
faith” (“contra Sanctam Dei Ecclesiam fidemque orthodoxam’’). The Pope 
asked Pippin to order Bishop Wulchari to ordain Marinus as bishop in one of 


the towns of his kingdom. (PL 89 p. 1173-1174) The Pope’s request was 


intended to keep Marinus under control. The details of the talks between 
Marinus and the imperial envoy are unknown. The talks may be about the 
Council of Constantinople in 754. But, the formula “against the Holy Church 
of God” is often used by the Popes at that time to refer indirectly to 


themselves, since they were the heads of the Church of God. 


In 761, the Pope issued a document concerning the Monastery of Saint 
Stephen and Saint Sylvester, dated by the 43rd year of Emperor Constantine 
(“imperante domno Constantino Augusto a Deo coronato magno imperatore 
anno XLIIo”). This formula indicates that Pope Paul I was still loyal to the 
Emperor. (CAK I p. 64-71) 


In 761, he sent a letter to Pippin telling that news had come to him that “the 
impious Greeks, enemies of the Holy Church of God and violators of the 
orthodox faith,” were preparing to attack the Pope and the regions of Ravenna 
(“quod nefandi Graeci inimici Sanctae Ecclesiae Dei et orthodoxae fidei 
expugnatores”). The Pope asks Pippin to order Desiderius to help the Pope 
against the enemies if necessary. He also tells Pippin that the “most impious” 
Greeks were persecuting him because of the orthodox faith and of the pious 
and venerable tradition of the fathers, which they wanted to destroy (“non ob 
aliud ipsi nefandissimi nos persequuntur Graeci, nisi propter sanctam et 
orthodoxam fidem et venerandam Patrum piam traditionem, et quam cupiunt 
destruere atque conculcare’’). (PL 89 p. 1184-1185) Although in 758 the Pope 
was complaining to Pippin about Desiderius, here he is asking Pippin for 
Desiderius’ help. The Pope’s main pretext against the Greeks was iconoclasm, 
which was not approved by all Greeks however. However, this pretext could 
be just a cover for the Pope’s fear from having the provinces of Rome and 


Ravenna transferred from his direct rule to the rule of the Emperor. 


In 761, he sent another letter to Pippin praying him to remain as a defender 
and protector of the Pope (“supplici deprecatione, te bone orthodoxe rex, 
quaesumus postulantes, ut sis nobis post Deum firmus protector atque 
defensor’’). He informs him that “the impious malice of the heretic Greeks” 
has reached the extent that they can humiliate the Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church and destroy the orthodox faith and the tradition of the fathers (“optime 
enim praecellenti vestrae Christianitati compertum existit quanta qualisque sit 
impia haereticorum Graecorum malitia, inhianter meditantes atque 
insidiantes, qualiter Deo illis contrario Sanctam Catholicam et Apostolicam 
Ecclesiam humiliare atque conculcare, et fidem orthodoxam atque sanctorum 


patrum traditionem destruere possint”). (PL 89 p. 1170-1172) 


In circa 763, in a document concerning John Bishop of Tivoli and Anastasius 
Abbot of the Monastery of Saint Erasmus in Rome, the two swore by 
Emperors Constantine and Leo “governors of the Romans” (“iurantes dicunt 
utrasque partes per Dominum omnipotentem Sancteque Sedis Apostolice 
principatum a Deo coronatorum dominorum virorum Constantini et Leoni 
magni imperatoribus Romanorum gubernatores”). (CDL 5 p. 228-230) This 


formula indicates that Rome and Tivoli were still loyal to the Emperor. 


In 766, Pippin sent a letter to the Pope telling him that he has received the 
envoys of the Pope and the envoys of the Greeks and asking him what he 
should respond to them. The Pope then sent a letter to Pippin telling him that 
he should not respond with anything except with whatever exalts the Roman 
Church, mother of all Churches of God. In this letter, the Pope thanks him for 
reminding Desiderius to pressure the Neapolitans and the Gaetans to restore 
the patrimony of Saint Peter situated in Napoli. (PL 89 p. 1157-1160) Here it 


can be clearly seen that the Pope was using Desiderius, through Pippin, against 


his own people (Gaetan and Neapolitan Romans) for his own profit (the 
revenues of the Patrimony). The Gaetans and the Neapolitans at that time were 
under the rule of the Master of the Soldiers of Sicily; Gaeta was on the borders 


of the province of Rome. 


In 767, Pippin organized a synod in France between the envoys of the Greeks 
and the envoys of the Pope, mentioned in the previous letter of the Pope, 
concerning the Holy Trinity and sacred images. (AnnLaur. 767; AnnEg. 767) 
The Annales Laurissenses mention that this synod was between Romans and 
Greeks (“inter Romanos et Graecos”). Eginhard explains that it was between 
the Eastern Church and the Western Church, i.e. between the Greeks and the 
Romans (“inter Orientalem et Occidentalem Ecclesiam, id est Romanos et 
Graecos’’). As it is obvious, ‘Greeks’ and ‘Romans’ are used here in an 


ecclesiastical context only and not in a secular context. 


During his rule, the Pope also sent many envoys to Emperors Constantine and 


Leo for the restoration of the veneration of sacred images. (LibPon. II p. 128) 
The following conclusions can be deduced from these events: 


1] Paul became Pope two years after the province of Ravenna passed 


under the control of the Popes. 


2] Although he still recognized Emperor Constantine as his emperor, 
he did not refrain from defaming the Emperor and the Easterners in 
front of Pippin to serve his own interest under the pretexts of preserving 
the orthodox faith. His main interest was keeping the revenues of the 
Patrimony and of the provinces of Rome and Ravenna. In 761, when 
rumors came to the Pope that the Emperor was preparing to take back 


Ravenna and Rome from the Pope, the Pope started defaming the 


Greeks, including the Emperor, under the pretext of faith, by 


expressions like “the heretic Greeks” or “the impious Greeks”’. 


3] Although the previous Popes used Pippin to save the Romans from 
the Lombards, this Pope used the Lombards (Desiderius) against those 
Romans who were not under his rule (the Gaetans and the Neapolitans) 


for his own interest (the revenues of the Patrimony situated in Napoli). 


4] Although this Pope did not cut his ties with the Emperor and kept 
sending envoys to Constantinople, most of his requests were sent to 
Pippin as he was the only one who could serve his interest in Italy by 


pressuring Desiderius to do the Pope’s interest. 


5] Charles was a young man at that time. He also had the position of 
Patrician of the Romans. Charles must have been acquainted with 
whatever was communicated by the Pope to Pippin, including 
expressions like “the heretic Greeks” or “the impious Greeks”. This 
influence on Charles led to related consequences in the later deeds of 
Charles. One can only understand the later acts of Charles by knowing 


what happened at that time. 


7: Relations Between Pope Stephen IV, the Emperors and the Franks 
768-772 


Stephen was from Sicily. (LibPon. II p. 131) 


In 768, he sent envoys to Pippin, Charles and Carlomann Kings of the Franks 
and Patricians of the Romans asking them to send bishops to Rome to make a 
council concerning Constantine who was made pope before Stephen. The 
Kings sent twelve bishops from the territory of the Franks. In April 769, the 
council was made in the Lateran Palace concerning Constantine and 
concerning the synod that was made in Greece against sacred images. At the 
council, monks from Latin and Greek monasteries were also present (“et 
cunctis religiosis Dei famulis tam Latinorum monasteriorum vel Grecorum 
cynoviorum”’). As mentioned before, the division between ‘Greeks’ and 
‘Latins’ is an internal division among the Romans based on language. The 
presence of Greeks at this council shows that the defamation of the Greeks by 
Paul I was not based on reasons related to doctrine. (LibPon. II p. 146-151; 


CAK I p. 74-92) 


In 770, Maurice Duke of Rimini entered Ravenna and appointed Michaelius 
the Scriniarius as Bishop of Ravenna by force. The Pope refused the forced 
appointment of Michaelius. Meanwhile, envoys of Charles arrived to Rome. 
The Pope sent his envoys and the envoys of Charles to Ravenna to admonish 
the Ravennians. Thus, the Ravennians removed Michaelius. (LibPon. II p. 
153-155) The Pope here was obviously using Charles against his Ravennian 


subjects. 


In 771, the Pope sent his envoys with letters to Charles and Carlomann to 
claim from Desiderius the possessions of Saint Peter. When Desiderius knew 
this, he resolved to march to Rome. When Christopher the Primicerius and 
Serge the Secundicerius knew of Desiderius’ move, they gathered a multitude 


of men from Tuscany, Campania and Perusia to defend Rome. Desiderius 


came to Rome. The Pope met him twice to discuss about the possessions of 


Saint Peter. (LibPon. II p. 156-161; PL 89 p. 1249-1251) 


Part 8: Relations Between Pope Hadrian I, the Emperors and the Franks 


772-795 


Hadrian was from Rome. (LibPon. II p. 161) 


In 772, Desiderius sent him his envoys. The Pope responded to them that he 
intended to abide by the peace made between the Romans, the Franks and the 
Lombards. They vowed to him that Desiderius will return the lawful 
possessions of Saint Peter. However, Desiderius took away Faventia and the 
duchy of Ferrara from the exarchate of Ravenna. The Ravennians sent envoys 


to the Pope deploring the situation. (LibPon. IT p. 164-167) 


Later, the Pope started an inquiry about the death of Serge the Secundicerius. 
Calvulus the Cubicularius, priest Lunisso the Campanian and _ tribune 
Leonatius the Campanian were captured and judged for the murder. The two 
Campanians were exiled to Constantinople. Although Paul the Cubicularius, 
who was in Ravenna at that time, was also accused of the murder, the Pope 
ordered the archbishop of Ravenna to release him. However, the archbishop 
handed him to the Consular of Ravenna [2]. To save Paul, the Pope sent a 
suggestion to Emperors Constantine and Leo (“Constantino et Leoni Augustis 
magnisque Imperatoribus”’’) praying them to hold Paul in exile in those parts 


of Greece (“in ipsis Graeciae partibus”). The Pope sent also a suggestion to 


Leo Archbishop of Ravenna to send Paul into Constantinople through Venice. 
However, Leo responded that if Paul was sent to Venice, Maurice Duke of the 
Venetians might hand him to Desiderius in exchange of his son. Thus, the 


Pope consented to execute Paul. (LibPon. I p. 169-174) 


After this, Desiderius sent his armies to raid the borders of the towns of the 
Romans, like Senogalliae, Urbinum and others. The Pope sent him pleas to 
refrain from these acts and to return the captured towns, but Desiderius 
refused. Then, Desiderius prepared to march to Rome. Knowing this, the Pope 
sent his envoys to Charles to hasten to the aid of the Church of the Romans 


and of the exarchate of the province of Ravenna. (LibPon. II p. 175-179) 


In 773, before the coming of Desiderius to Rome, the Pope sent for the people 
of Tuscany, Campania, Perusia and Pentapolis to secure Rome. The Pope then 
wrote an anathema and sent it to Desiderius warning him not to cross the 
frontiers of the Romans without his acquittal. Thus, Desiderius returned to his 
place. Later, the envoys of Charles came to Rome enquiring if Desiderius 
returned the captured towns and the possessions of Saint Peter. The Pope sent 
with them his envoys to Charles with letters asking him to make Desiderius 
return the captured towns and the possessions of Saint Peter. After their 
arrival, Charles sent envoys to Desiderius asking him to return the captured 
towns and to make justice to the Romans, but Desiderius did not obey. Thus, 
Charles marched with his army to the borders of his kingdom. Desiderius took 
refuge in Pavia. Charles besieged Pavia. In April 774, Charles visited Rome. 
There, Charles vowed to concede to Saint Peter the territories that were 
conceded to the Pope by Pippin at Quierzy, according to what Charles 
claimed. These territories were: Corsica, the territory extending from Luna to 


Surianum to Bercetum to Parma to Regium to Mantua, the exarchate of 


Ravenna, the provinces of Venice and Istria, and the duchies of Benevento 
and Spoleto. In reality, there is no evidence for such a donation by Pippin to 
the Pope; this was rather a claim made by Charles at that time. In 774, after 
returning from Rome, Charles captured Pavia and Desiderius. Adalgis (known 
in Greek as Theodotus), son of Desiderius, fled to Constantinople. Then, 
Charles returned to France. (LibPon. II p. 180-195; Egin.VC. 6; AnnLaur. 
773-774; AnnEg. 773-774; Theoph.Chr. 6267) 


In this manner, Charles became King of the Lombards. Before 774, he was 
also Patrician of Rome, i.e. governor of the provinces of Rome and Ravenna, 
but his rule over these provinces was indirect. After 774, he became the direct 
ruler of these provinces. The Pope governed these provinces under him. 
Although previously, the Popes kept working on preventing the Kings of the 
Lombards from dominating Rome and Ravenna, at the end the King of the 
Lombards, i.e. Charles in this case, became the true ruler of these provinces. 
In practice, in 774, the provinces of Rome and Ravenna fell under the rule of 
the Franks and were definitely separated from the rest of the Republic of the 
Romans,[3] although documents were still dated by the names of the emperors 


until 781. 


In 774, after the departure of Charles to France, the Pope sent him a letter 
complaining about Leo Archbishop of Ravenna who had taken control of the 
cities of the province of Aemilia, i.e. Faventia, Forum Populi, Forum Livi, 
Caesenae, Bobium, Comiadum and Ferraria, claiming that Charles has 
conceded these cities and the Pentapolis to him. The Pope calls Leo as “the 
nefarious archbishop” (“nefarius archiepiscopus”). The Pope then tells 
Charles that his own enemies were now reproaching him asking “What did 


you profit from the abolition of the Lombards and their subjugation to the rule 


of the Franks?” (“quid vobis profuit, quod Langobardorum gens est abolita et 


regno Francorum subiugata?’’). (PL 98 p. 283-285) 


In October 775, the Pope sent a letter to Charles informing him that Leo 
Archbishop of Ravenna was corresponding with Arghis and other enemies of 
Charles. (PL 98 p. 287-289) In November, he sent another letter to Charles 
relating that Leo was still holding the cities that he put his hand on before, but 
that the cities of the Pentapolis, from Ariminum to Egubium were still 


obedient to the Pope. (PL 98 p. 292-295) 


In 776, the Pope sent a letter to Charles relating that Hiltibrand Duke of 
Spoleto, Arigis Duke of Benevento, Rodgaus Duke of Friuli and Reginbald 
Duke of Chiusi have conspired to march with Greeks and Adalgis son of 
Desiderius and to take Rome in the coming month of March. The Pope 
entrusts Charles with the souls of the Romans that he does not abandon them 
(“quoniam post Deum in tuis manibus nostras omnium Romanorum 
commisimus animas, ne nos derelinquas”’). He also entrusts him to protect the 
Holy Church of God and the people of the republic of the Romans (“Sanctam 
Dei Ecclesiam et nostrum Romanorum reipublicae populum commisimus 


protegendum’’). (PL 98 p. 300-302) 


In 777, in a letter sent to Charles, the Pope states that the Franks were Charles’ 
own people (“cunctumque praeclarae gentis vestrae Francorum populous”). 
(PL 98 p. 304) Later in this year, he sent him another letter informing him that 
the Beneventans have agreed with the Patrician of Sicily and the inhabitants 
of Gaeta and Terracina to remove Campania from the rule of the Pope and 
transfer it to the rule of the Patrician of Sicily. (PL 98 p. 307-311) Terracina 


was under the rule of the Pope. 


In 778, the Pope sent a letter to Charles informing him that his Romans 
(“nostros Romanos”) were not selling slaves to the Saracens, but that the 
Lombards were selling them to some Greeks. The Pope adds that he ordered 
Duke Allo to prepare some ships and to capture those Greeks, but Allo did not 
obey him. (PL 98 p. 317-320) Later in that year, he sent to Charles informing 
him that the Istrians and some “most impious” Greeks (“nefandissimi 
Graeci’’), residing in Istria, have blinded Maurice Bishop of Istria, who was 
collecting the revenues of Saint Peter from this territory, on the suspicion that 
he was trying to transfer Istria to the domination of Charles. (PL 98 p. 320- 
321) This act shows that the Romans (Istrians, Greeks and others) saw the 
Pope as Charles’ follower. In addition, Istria was included in the donation 


made by Charles to the Pope in 774. 


In 780, the Pope sent a letter to Charles informing him that the “most impious” 
Neapolitans and the “God hated” Greeks (“qualiter nefandissimi Neapolitani 
et Deo odibiles Graeci”) invaded Terracina, which the Pope before has 
subdued to rule of Saint Peter, the Pope and Charles (““Terracinensem 
civitatem quam servitio Beati Petri apostolorum principis et vestro atque 
nostro antea subiugavimus’”’). The Pope asks Charles to send Wulfrid to him 
and to order him to march with the Spoletans and the “most impious” 
Beneventans to capture Terracina, Napoli and Gaeta. (PL 98 p. 322-324) This 
letter shows clearly that Charles was the ruler of the lands situated under the 


Pope. 


In April 781, Charles went to Rome. There, the Pope baptized Pippin son of 
Charles, then anointed Pippin as King of Italy and Louis son of Charles as 
King of Aquitaine. There, Charles received Constans the Sacellarius and 


Mamalus the Primicerius, envoys of Irene, and betrothed through them his 


daughter Hrothrud to Constantine son of Irene. Charles returned to France 
after that. (AnnLaur. 781; AnnEg. 781; AnnLauresh. 781; ChrMois. 781; 
Theoph.Chr. 6274) 


Later in 781, the Pope sent Charles a request to transfer Sabine territory to 
him. (PL 98 p. 329-331) As such, the Pope was asking from Charles for more 


revenues. 


Starting with 1 December 781, the Pope changed the style of dating in 
documents. Previously, documents were dated by the dates of the emperors. 
Starting with this date, Hadrian omitted the names and dates of the emperors 
and put this formula “under the rule of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (“regnante domino deo et salvatore nostro Iesu Christo”) with the 
dates of his pontificate. This formula implies that the Pope derived his rule 
directly from God, as God was the true ruler. This is an indirect manner to say 
that, whoever opposes the Pope, opposes God. The removal of the names of 
the emperors was also a sign that Charles was the true ruler of the lands of the 


Pope. 


In 25 December 784, Tarasius became Patriarch of Constantinople, then sent 


his synodical letters to the Pope. (Theoph.Chr. 6277) 


In 785, the Pope sent a letter to Charles informing him that he sent to Ravenna 
his royal orders to expel the Venetians from the parts of Ravenna and 
Pentapolis. (PL 98 p. 386-387) From this, it is clear that the Pope was 


executing the orders of Charles. 


In 785, the Pope sent Archpriest Peter and Peter Abbot of Saint Saba to 
Emperors Constantine and Irene with letters to the Emperors and to Tarasius. 


In the letter to the Emperors, he calls the Emperors as “dominis piissimis et 


serenissimis imperatoribus ac triumphatoribus filiis diligendis in Deo et 
Domino nostro Iesu Christo Constantino et Irenae Augustis”’. In the letter, he 
tells Constantine that because of his great-grandfather the great error 
augmented in those parts of Greece (“en tois autois meresi tis Graikias” in the 
Greek translation of the letter). (Theoph.Chr. 6277; LibPon. II p. 229-230; PL 
89 p. 1215-1242) 


In 787, Charles went to Rome and was received by the Pope. Then he 
conquered the duchy of Benevento. There, he received the envoys of Emperor 
Constantine who have come to betroth his daughter to Constantine. Later, 
Charles returned to Rome in April. (AnnLaur. 787; AnnEg. 786; AnnLauresh. 
787; AnnPet. 786; ChrMois. 786; EgFuldAnn. 787) Later, the Pope sent 
Charles a letter asking him to transfer to him Rosellae and Populonium (in 
Tuscany) and the duchy of Benevento following the donation (of the year 


774). (PL 98 p. 396-398) 


In October-November 787, the Emperors organized a council in Nicaea 
supporting the veneration of sacred images in the presence of the envoys of 


the Pope. (Theoph.Chr. 6280; LibPon. II p. 229-230) 


In 788, because Charles refused to marry his daughter to Constantine, Irene 
broke the agreement with Charles and sent John the Sacellarius with Adalgis 
son of Desiderius to Italy against Charles. Meanwhile, the Pope sent a letter 
to Charles informing him about the coming of the “most impious” Adalgis to 
Calabria. Later, John and Adalgis, together with Theodore Patrician and 
Master of the Soldiers of Sicily, fought the Lombards of Benevento and 
Spoleto and the Franks but were defeated in Calabria. (PL 98 p. 398-402; 
Theoph.Chr. 6281; AnnLaur. 788; AnnEg. 788; ChrMois. 789; EgFuldAnn. 
788) 


In 794, Charles organized a council in Frankfurt, in the presence of the envoys 
of the Pope, bishops Theophylact and Stephen. The council condemned the 
worship of images and the recent Council of Nicaea. (CAK I p. 110-171; 
AnnLaur. 794; AnnEg. 794; AnnLauresh. 794) In a letter sent by Charles to 
Elipand Metropolitan of Toledo concerning the council, Charles declares “we 
also believe in the Holy Spirit, true God, vivifier of all, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son” (“credimus et in Spiritum Sanctum, Deum verum, 
vivificatorem omnium, a Patre et Filio procedentem’’). (CAK I p. 163) Charles 
wrote or commissioned to write a book against the synod made in Greece 
known as the capitular on images (capitulare de imagnibus), and sent it to the 
Pope. (PL 98 p. 999-1247) Later, the Pope sent a letter to Charles responding 
in it to the capitular. He responds to the capitular’s claim that Tarasius was 
wrong in stating the creed as “proceeding from the Father through the Son’, 
by declaring that Tarasius was confessing the doctrine of the holy fathers. In 
the letter, he responds to the capitular by supporting the adoration of sacred 
images. He also responds to the capitular’s claim that no woman should be 
present in a synod by presenting precedents concerning Helen mother of 


Constantine and Pulcheria wife of Marcian. (PL 98 p. 1247-1292) 
Hadrian died in 795. 
The following conclusions can be noted from these events: 


1] Although the Popes worked hard to prevent Rome and Ravenna from 
falling at the hand of the Lombards, at the end they fell in the hand of 
the Franks, under the pretext that Charles was Patrician of Rome. 774 
is the date when Rome and Ravenna ceased to belong to the Romans 


and became subject to the Franks. 


2] The Pope was subject to Charles. The other Romans, who were not 
subject to Charles or to the Pope, considered Papal rule as equivalent to 
Charles’ rule. That is why Mauricius Bishop of Istria was blinded by 
the Istrians and Greeks as he was collecting the revenues due to the 


Pope. 


3] This situation was supported by the Pope because Charles confirmed 
his rule over the provinces of Rome and Ravenna and added other 
territories to his rule. The Popes collected the revenues of those 


territories. 


4] Anybody opposing the Pope’s rule was described as impious by the 
Pope. This is the case of Greek and Neapolitan Romans and Beneventan 


Lombards. Doctrine was not the criteria to being impious or not. 


5] Although all Greeks were first described as heretics by the Pope 
because some of them were against the veneration of images, in 794, 
they were anathematized by Charles because they supported the 


veneration of images. 


6] In 794, the Pope and Charles had contrary opinions concerning 
doctrine. Despite that, Charles was the true ruler. Therefore, his 


doctrine became dominant after. 


7] Nothing in those events shows that the Greeks were considered as 
non-Romans by the Pope or Charles. In fact, in 778, the Pope says “my 
Romans” (“nostros Romanos’’) to refer to the Romans that were under 


his rule, which means that there were other Romans. 


Notes: 


[1] Fredegarius calls Isaac patrician and exarch of Italy in 630 as “patricio 
Romanorum” (Fredegarius, Chronicum, 69). Paul the Deacon calls Gregory 
patrician and exarch of Italy as “Gregorius patricius Romanorum” (Paulus 


Diaconus, Historia Langobardorum, 38). 


[2] The Consular of Ravenna was the governor of the exarchate of Ravenna. 
During the 5th century, Ravenna was situated in the province of Flaminia and 
Picenum Annonarium which was governed by a consular (NotDig.). After the 
Lombardic conquests, the province of Flaminia and Picenum Annonarium 
became the province of Annonaria. This province was known as the exarchate 
of Ravenna after 751. In a similar manner, during the 5th century, the province 
of Campania, which contained the region of Rome, was governed by a 
consular (NotDig.). After the Lombardic conquests, what remained of the 
provinces of Campania, Tuscany and Umbria became known as the province 
of Urbicaria, also known as the duchy of Rome. The duchy of Rome was 
governed by a duke. The duke of Rome had also the position of consular or 
consul, like the consular of Campania and the consular of Tuscany and 
Umbria. Under Pope Hadrian, Leoninus (LibPon. II p. 210) and Theodorus 
(PL 98 p. 330) were consuls and dukes of Rome. After the Lombardic 
conquests, another part of the province of Campania became known as the 
province of Campania or Napoli and was governed by the consul and duke of 


Napoli. 


[3] During this period, the Roman Empire was also known as the Republic of 
the Romans ‘respublica Romanorum’ in Latin. ‘Respublica’ means ‘the public 
thing, the thing of the people’. It might refer to the general affairs of a people 
as well as to whatever belongs to the people. In this case, ‘respublica 
Romanorum’ refers in a specific sense to the land belonging to the Romans. 
Therefore, ‘respublica Romanorum’, ‘imperium Romanum’, ‘imperium 


Romanorum’ and ‘Romania’ may be used interchangeably. 
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